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An article in the Gazette musicale describes the
brilliant success of the occasion : *c Besides the
aristocracy of elegant women, there was present
the aristocracy of artists and amateurs, happy to
catch this sylph of music on the wing. . . . The
sylph kept his word, and with what success, what
enthusiasm ! It is easier to tell you of the wel-
come he received, and the ecstasies he aroused,
than to describe, analyse and reveal the mysteries
of an execution which has not its like in our
earthly sphere."

A week later came the Revolution and the ab-
dication of King Louis-Philippe, whose reign had
almost exactly coincided with the period of
Chopin's residence in Paris. It was now the
composer's turn to think of abdicating. One of
his pupils, Jane Wilhelmina Stirling, a rich and
talented Scotswoman living in Paris, urged him
to go to England. He took her advice, arrived
in London on April 21, took apartments in
Dover Street, and gave two concerts, the first at
Lord Falmouth's house, the second at the house
of Mrs. Sartoris. He also played at evening
parties, and once, at the Duchess of Sutherland's
house, before the Queen. These occasions
brought him a substantial reward. He then
travelled to Scotland and stayed with Jane
Stirling's brother-in-law, Lord Torpichen, at
Calder House; from there to Keir, where the
Stirling family lived, and to Johnston Castle.
In spite of the fact that his health was declining
every day, he gave concerts at Manchester,